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Over the last year at Site School: Tankshal ni Pol Masjid, a range 

of activities have been conducted. This report summarises these 

activities from Site School’s launch till January ‘22. We thank all 

the donors and contributors for supporting this initiative.

The exterior facade of Tankshal ni Pol Masjid, Kalupur 1 within the World Heritage Property of the 
‘Historic City of Ahmadabad’. (Image Source: base photograph by Khushi Shah)
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CEPT Conservation Site School at Tankshal ni Pol Masjid was launched on 26th September 
‘20 requesting support for the cause through donations, contributions, and outreach.

While Site School received donations and support, recording activities and regularly 
monitoring of the site were initiated to study it’s condition, vulnerabilities, and urgent areas 
of intervention.

ACTIVITIES Sept ‘20 to Jan ‘22

On 1st December ‘20, the initiative was presented to students of the Department of 
Archaeology at the University of York, UK.
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In January ‘21, work on site was commenced with the clearance of debris, 
identification of the vulnerable areas, and investigation of the requirements for the 
structure’s safeguarding process.
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For the 2021 Spring semester, the tutors of the Architectural Conservation Studio 
(Masters in Conservation and Regeneration (MCR) at FA, CEPT) visited the site in the 
December ’20 and January ‘21 to plan virtual documentation training exercises.

5.

The first set of safeguarding material for the site: metal  props, F frames, U-jacks, 
bracing members, wooden planks, and timber wall plates were generously donated by 
Mr. Pavan Bakeri. They were brought to the site on 3rd January ‘21.
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From 9th February ‘21 onward, site preparation for the upcoming Open House was 
initiated. Activities undertaken were that of safeguarding the site using props, placing the 
Site School placard at the entrance, and collecting voices from the community around.
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Open House on 20th February ‘21: Site School was opened for visits from the 
community around and other interested individuals (students and professionals), along 
with the screening of a presentation by Dr. Tutin Aryanti. The Open House concluded 
with a virtual session in the evening for online participants.
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In the first week of March ‘21, the site was prepared for a 3D LiDAR Scanning 
Workshop. The site’s exterior facade had ad-hoc additions that needed to be repositioned 
for scanning activities.

9.

From 12th March ‘21, a four-day workshop: ‘3D LiDAR Scanning for the 
Documentation of Historic Buildings’ was organised with support from the team at 
Shayona Management Services Pvt. Ltd.

10.

*Images by Volunteers.

In light of the rising cases of COVID-19 in the 
walled city, site activities were temporarily 
suspended until the situation improved. A notice 
was put out on 25th March ‘21 and the focus was 
shifted toward online activities.

tankshal ni pol masjid
kalupur, ahmedabad
survey no.: 603 05



As Cyclone Tauktae approached Ahmedabad, mitigation measures were carried 
out at Site School on 17th May ‘21. The most vulnerable corner of the structure’s exterior 
facade was covered, furniture was shifted to safe interior locations, the site was cordoned 
off, and signs of danger were installed to alarm pedestrians.

11.

On 13th August ‘21, an orientation session was held for the students enrolled 
in MCR at FA, CEPT. Activities included an introduction to Site School, educational 
activities for the semester, and an icebreaker session between the students & tutors. 

13.

In June ‘21, the Site School’s safeguarding works (phase 2 after February ‘21) 
were undertaken in order to prepare the site for the upcoming monsoon season. Weak 
walls were strutted and the roof was covered to tackle excessive water ingress.
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Our essay submitted for the ‘Call for Participation: Counter Stories’ within Our World 
Heritage (OWH) Diversities and Genders Group, was awarded an Honorary Mention 
and published in August ‘21. The essay, titled ‘Counter Stories: A case of Conservation 
Site Schools in Ahmedabad’ (authored by Dr. Jigna Desai, Nigar Shaikh, and Zeus 
Pithawalla) was presented at the Genders and Diversity Conference, during a virtual 
Roundtable on 30th March ‘21.

OWH’s D&G Conference : Panel 5 Roundtable 

Screenshots of the Essay by CHC, CRDF
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*Image: OWH Website

On 8th September, Mr. Suren Vakil was invited to deliver a lecture on ‘Safety at 
Site’ for CEPT Conservation Site Schools.
15.

*Images by Suren Vakil.

To read, visit:  https://www.ourworldheritage.org/counterstories-results/
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On one of the periodic site visits on 14th September ‘21, it was observed that part 
of the decorative element along the entrance door had broken off, cracks along the 
structure’s exterior south-east wall had grown in width, and the structure’s dampness 
had increased as an effect of the ongoing monsoon season.

16.

17. Conservation students of the Urban Regeneration studio within MCR at FA, CEPT, 
conducted community discussions outside Site School in September and October ‘21, 
to understand the voices of Tankshal ni Pol as a part of their third semester studio.

*Images by MCR Students.

On 1st December ‘21, students of the Urban Regeneration studio within MCR at 
FA, CEPT had their Final Jury at Site School. At the end of their juries, students invited a 
few individuals of the community to discuss their semester output and receive feedback.
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On 1st December, in the second half of the day, the site was opened up for 
individuals from the community around and other interested individuals to visit: Open 
House 2.0. The Open House displayed select 3D output data from the 3D LiDAR 
Scanning Workshop, One Year at Site School, a film on ‘Counter Spaces’, and MCR 
Final Jury work presented in the first half of the day.

19.

On 26th December, YHEP (Young Heritage Explorer’s Program hosted by Gauri 
Bharat, CHC, and The Hive) on the theme of Ideas of ‘Sail’, hosted a treasure hunt 
followed by a talk within the structure’s courtyard about Ahmedabad, trade, and the 
unique wooden mosque. The building’s 3D scans were also displayed to the children.  

20.

what to find?

find this!

gone too far! just missed it! right behind you!

on this door right next to this wall

YHEP YOUNG HERITAGE 
EXPLORERS PROGRAM

... CLUES ...

TREASURE HUNT
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Since February ‘21 we initiated a blog for regular updates on activities at Site 
School featuring pieces from our team, volunteers and experts visiting the wooden 
mosque. The blogs are by Deepthi Varghese, Gauri Bharat, Jigna Desai, Mehul Shah,  
Nigar Shaikh, Nityaa Lakshmi Iyer, and Prakul Sardana.

To read the blogs, visit:  https://ceptconservationschool.wordpress.com/
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https://ceptconservationschool.wordpress.com/


*Pictures used in this report are credited to the team members  
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of Center for Heritage Conservation (CHC), unless specified.

Experts in the field have lent their support to Site School. We 
thank Dr. Aryanti Tutin, Dr. Gauri Bharat, Khushi Shah, Mehul 
Shah, Pavan Bakeri, Suren Vakil, and the team at Shayona 
Management Services Pvt. Ltd. for their time and effort.

We are grateful to all the well wishers who have kindly donated 
to this initiative: Abbas Mansuri, Christopher Benninger, 
Deepak Kaw, Gaurav Desai, Girish Dariyav Karnawat, Harsh 
Bafna, M and R, Mehul Bhatt, Muhammad Ahmed Khan, 
Pervin Desai, P and G, Quaid Doongerwala, Radhika Dhumal, 
Ratna Shah, Sarvesh Alshi, Shipla Ranade, Shobhit Tayal, 
Sunil Alshi, Surya Kakani, Swapna Desai, Trupti, and all the 
donors who wished to keep their identities anonymous.

We thank Chintan Mewada, Drashti Nakrani, Hitarth Nandi, 
Khushi Shah, Nitya L.Iyer, Paridhi Goyel, and Taral Patel 
for volunteering their time and skills towards this initiative. 
We extend this thanks to the participants of the ‘3D LiDAR 
Scanning Workshop’ and the students of the Masters in 
Conservation and Regeneration (MCR) program at FA, CEPT 
that have contributed through workshop/studio processes.

Team: Ashna Patel, Deepthi Varghese, Jayashree Bardhan, 
Dr. Jigna Desai, Juhi Bafna, Lakshmi R., Mrudula Mane, 
Nigar Shaikh, Saatvika Pancholi, Sarvesh Alshi, and Zeus 
Pithawalla from Center for Heritage Conservation (CHC), 
CRDF (CEPT Research and Development Foundation) along 
with the team at Ahmedabad Sunni Muslim WAQF Committee.     

http://chc@cept.ac.in
https://www.instagram.com/chccept/
https://twitter.com/chccept?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/chccept
https://ceptconservationschool.wordpress.com/
https://crdf.org.in/center/center-for-heritage-conservation
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1xlwUEeZYfJaVLJbesCbta4lMI4xDTOQvxHgQiZqcoZ8/edit?usp=sharing

